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St. Columba

Ecumenical Ministries, Inc.

Loaves & Fishes

Summer 2018

“do justice...love mercy...unto the least of these...” Micah, Matthew
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Request for School Supplies

St. Columba will be collecting school supplies and giving them
directly to a local school so they can provide supplies to
students who present with a need. We have partnered with a
local elementary school located in an extremely low income area
and asked their representative what their most needed school
supplies are. Below are items they have identified as most
needed for their students:

Notebook paper Folders with prongs

Spiral notebooks Scissors
Dry erase markers Glue Sticks
Composition notebooks Highlighters
Crayons Pencils

In addition to the items above, we were also told that students
often need backpacks. We will begin accepting donations of
school supplies immediately. The deadline for donating school
supplies is Friday, August 24. Donations can be dropped off at
our office during normal donation hours. Financial contributions
to assist with purchasing supplies can be made by check (made
out to St. Columba) or through PayPal. Please call Alicia at 627-
6748 if you have any questions.



DONATIONS FOR MARCH - MAY 2018

FINANCIAL

Lafayette, Bayside, Second Triple Circle Presbyterian; United Methodist Women of
Community United Methodist; Blessed Sacrament Catholic; Women of Galilee; Music
of Wellness; Weinstein & Co. Visiting Angels; CCC The United Way; Amazon Smiles,

M. Gantley, J. Stokley, J. Lego, C. Miskill, N. Bonney, J. & H. Ortiz, S. Williams, D. & B. Hornick, E. & P.
Spillman, N. & J. Bousquet, B. & R. Bertholf, P. Pennington, C. Hawkins, J. & L. Redford, D. & M. Troyer,
M. Sawyer, D. Gantley, J. Bashara.

IN-KIND
Bayside, Royster Memorial, Wycliffe, Lafayette, Calvin, Knox, First, Second Norfolk, (
Squires, New Horizon Presbyterian; ODU Campus Presbyterian Ministry, St. Stephens \
Episcopal; Christ the King, Catholic; Catholic Daughters; Christ, Lutheran; Covenant

Fellowship, Heritage United Methodist; Finding Refuge; Enoch Baptist Church, Women of Grace Bible,
Priory of the Holy Isle, Sai Center of Hampton Roads; Order of Franciscan Secular; Plaza Bakery, Hope
House Thrift Store; Norview Civic League; Hospitality for the Homeless; M. Gantley, D. & B. Hornick, J.
Keifer, A. Mathews, P. Pennington, M. Mendez, J. Morgan, A. Taylor, C. Bayma, S. Etherington, H. Ortiz,
B. Bertholf, A. Morgan, L. Ames, S. Winfield, Dr. Warren Stewart, L. Radford, J. Marasco, M. Reyes, M.
Smith, D. Fentress, S. Portos, D. Turner, C. Wells, K. White, Rev. Gill, H. Lamb, P. Russell, C. Clark, R.
Rosser.

If we have inadvertently omitted you, please call Alicia at (757) 627-6748.

Summer Special Needs

The weather here goes from winter to summer without much of a transition and this year was no exception.
This sudden introduction of warmer weather often encourages our clients to spend more time outside, as does
the closing of emergency winter shelters. Although the warmer weather can be much more pleasant than the
cold, it too has threats to an individual’s health. To aid clients in protecting themselves from the heat, we
have the following special requests for the summer:

Bottled water — we provide one chilled bottle and one frozen bottle as clients leave;

Sunscreen — sample size for individuals or spray to share;

Insect repellant — spray to be shared.
These donations will help us prepare our clients for the summer heat and prevent problems that can arise
from sunburn, heatstroke, insect bites and other illnesses. Our clothing closet needs have also changed with
the weather and we need the following:

Ponchos — heavy weight is best, but the dollar store often has some for emergencies;

Light colored, light weight clothes - t-shirts, light jackets;

Hats — especially those that provide coverage to the face;

Boxers and socks - please donate these new;

Men's jeans and shorts - we always need these, especially in sizes 32-36;

Women's clothing - although a majority of our clients are men, 20% are women.
If you are able to assist with any of the items above, it will help us better serve those in need during the
warmer months of the year.




Baskets of Love Fundraiser

Thank you to everyone who came out to support our Silent Auction and Benefit Dinner on Saturday,
April 21! A special thank you to Nixon BBQ for giving us a great deal on the barbeque and to Food
Lion #201 for donating the rolls and cake! Thank you also to Bayside Presbyterian for allowing us
to have this event at their church, Dr. Merlyn Blackwood for being our MC, the Antolin Family for
providing beautiful music, and to the youth (and adult!) volunteers who kept the kitchen running
smoothly. None of this would have been possible without all of the businesses and individuals who
donated our wonderful auction and raffle items. We are also extremely grateful for the generous
donations from those who supported this event, allowing us to reach our goal to receive our match
donation, making this year's event very successful! If you weren’t able to make it, here are a few
pictures of the fun! You can see more on our Facebook page at www.facebook/com.scemva. If you
are still interested in supporting our fundraising effort, you can make donations on our website
through PayPal or by check made out to St. Columba sent to our office.

[above left] Dining tables and guests bidding on auction items. [above right] The Antolin Family sharing
their musical talents.

Join Us for Tides Baseball on August 21

If you weren't able to join us for our Silent Auction and Benefit
Dinner, or even if you were and you want another easy and fun
way to support St. Columba, we have just what you're looking
for! Part of the profit from tickets purchased for the Norfolk
Tides Baseball game on Tuesday, August 21 will go to support
St. Columba. Our special link will soon be available and we
will have it posted on our website and Facebook page. All you
have to do is buy your tickets through this link, and we will get
a donation! What's even better is our fundraising night is Turn
Back the Clock night where all hotdogs, popcorn and sodas are
only 50 cents!
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St. Columba Updates and Needs

Day Center Volunteer Needed — Wednesdays

We have an opening on Wednesdays for a Day Center volunteer. This is an ongoing opportunity and we need an
individual who can commit to most Wednesdays. The appropriate candidate should have reliable transportation and
be available from 9 AM to noon. This person will help oversee our Day Center where homeless clients take showers,
receive services and meet with other professionals to address their needs. Main duties include ensuring all clients
sign in using appropriate logs, distributing sandwiches, coffee cups and condiments, towels and hygiene items, and
referring clients to other services in the agency. The selected volunteer will be provided with an orientation and all
information to perform duties. Interested individuals should call Alicia at 627-6748 to schedule an interview.

We have the following ongoing needs for our Day Center:

Coffee Brown grocery bags Paper towels
Washcloths Plastic grocery bags Toilet paper
Razors Spray deodorant Sugar packets
Bleach Disposable Gloves Powdered creamer

Travel size toothpaste, lotion, shampoo, soaps, and other small hygiene products

Inclement Weather Announcement

The first named storm of the season got a head start on the June 1 beginning of hurricane season,
suggesting we will have an active year. When inclement weather and dangerous road conditions make it
unsafe for staff, volunteers and clients to come to St. Columba, we will close for everyone's safety. When
this is necessary, we will post an announcement on our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/scemva as
soon as possible. We also recommend calling our office at 757-627-6748 to make sure we are there if
you have any question about the road conditions before venturing out. Please note that we are not able to
change our outgoing answering machine message when we cannot get to the office, so it will NOT
mention we are closed. If no one picks up, we are not there.

Upcoming Closures
Monday, September 5 for Labor Day

Donations are accepted Monday — Friday 8 AM to 3 PM.
We regret that we are unable to provide pickup services for donations.




